Challenges in surveillance and response by unknown
ORAL PRESENTATION Open Access
Challenges in surveillance and response
Laurence Slutsker
From Challenges in malaria research
Basel, Switzerland. 10-12 October 2012
Surveillance in the context of malaria elimination will
needs to shift from measuring reductions in morbidity
and mortality to detecting infections (with or without
symptoms). The malaria elimination surveillance research
and development agenda needs to develop tools and stra-
tegies for active and prompt detection of infection. The
capacity to assess trends and respond without delay will
need to be developed, so that surveillance itself becomes
an intervention. Research is needed to develop sensitive
field tests that can detect low levels of parasitaemia and/
or evidence of recent infection. Examples of recent work
on surveillance and response issues in several African
countries will be discussed to illustrate approaches in
active case detection and case investigations, cell phone
reporting and response, and strategies to access mobile
populations.
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